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The success of commercial poultry production
depends primarily on the quality of the bird,
comforting environment and the provision for good
feed, the last being most expensive of all other
inputs, deserves befitting attention. Feed accounts
for 70-80% of the cost of production in poultry. The
major function of feed is to provide the farmer with
cost effective diets that meet the nutrient
requirement of the particular stock of birds. Besides
a literal supply of well-balanced feed its effective
utilization by the bird is important. Soybean meal

Mustard Seed Meal as a Source of Protein for
Poultry Feeding

A.K. Panda,  Principal Scientist, ICAR-Central Institute for Women in Agriculture, Bhubaneswar, 751003,
Odisha. Email: akpanda59@gmail.comU

(45% CP) is the choice protein source in poultry
feed. The quality of protein is highly suitable for
poultry. However, the price of soybean meal (SBM)
has increased substantially in a short span of time,
forcing the poultry producers to look for alternate
protein sources for poultry feeding. One such
protein source is mustard seed meal.

Mustard/Rapeseed meal

Mustard is also known as “rapeseed” belongs to
the family Cruciferae and genus Brassica. It is
suitable to be grown in regions that have colder
climatic conditions. The growth of rapeseed is most
vigorous in temperature between 10o and 30oC with
optimum around 20oC. It is cultivated as rabi crop
in Assam, Bihar, Haryana, Orissa, Punjab, Uttar
Pradesh and West Bangal. Well developed
rapeseed contains 40 to 44% oil.  Mustard seed
meal (MSM) is a fairly good source of crude protein
(34-36%), lysine (1.0-2.0%) and methionine (0.90-
1.20 %). The availability of MSM is around 4.2 million
metric tonnes in India. The utilization of MSM in
poultry diet is limited due to presence of
glucosinolates (99-144 micromoles /g), erucic acid
(>2%), tannin and higher crude fibre.

Nutrient composition of Rapeseed meal vs
Soybean meal

Solvent extracted mustard seed cake is fairly good
source of protein (34-36%) and energy (2200 kcal
ME/kg), low in lysine (1.94%) but rich in methionine
(1.1%) compared to SBM. The crude fibre content
is high (11-12%). The quality of mustard protein is
slightly better than that of the protein in groundnut
meal. The nutrient composition of MSM and SBM
is given in Table 1.

Table 1. Nutrient composition of oilseed
meals (90% DM basis)
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Utilization of MSM in Poultry diets

Due to the presence of anti-nutritional factors like
glucosinolates, erucic acid, tannin and higher crude
fibre, the use of MSM as a source of protein in
poultry diet is limited. It can be used up to 10 and
5% in the diet of broiler and layer chicken,
respectively. The toxic principles present in MSM
interfere with fat metabolism leading to fat
accumulation and enlargement of liver.
Glucosinolates have goitrogenic effect, interfere
with the activity of thyroid gland and thereby iodine
metabolism. Iodine supplementation is not effective;
while copper supplementation is beneficial in high
level MSM based diets. Additional copper minimized
erucic acid toxicity.

The solvent extraction process reduces goitrogenic
effect and removes most of the erucic acid from
the meal. There may be some problem with the
palatability of mustard meal based diets due to the
presence of sinapine (1.5%). Sinapine is a
methylated substance, which is converted to
trimethyl amine and is then absorbed by the animal.
This is a significant problem in brown egg laying
hens as they produce eggs with a fishy odour in
MSM based diet. The egg taint is due to the
presence of excessive amounts of trimethyl amine.
If inclusion level is higher than 5% in layer diet, it
may result in a fishy taint or off flavor on the egg
yolk. This is due to the presence of a choline ester,
sinapine which promotes the accumulation of tri-
methyl amine in the yolk. Above 10% inclusion in
diet, haemorrhagic fatty liver is often observed
associated with higher mortality.

Canola meal

Canola meal is a variety of rapseed/mustard seed
in which the levels of glucosinolates and erucic acid
has been reduced significantly through genetic
selection. Canola is widely grown in Canada,
however, the crop has spreads to many parts of
the world. The goitrogen levels in Canola have
brought down to less than 20µg/g which is of little
or no problem to the bird. Erucic acid contents are

also negligible. The canola variety in which both
glucosinolates and erucic acid have been reduced
significantly is known as “double zero varieties”.
Double zero varieties have been accepted as a high
quality protein meal by the poultry feed industry.

Utilization of Canola meal in Poultry diets

When diet is formulated on the basis of digestible
amino acids, canola meal can be included upto 30%
in the broiler diet without negatively affecting growth
rate and feed efficiency. Thus canola meal is a
potent alternative source of protein to SBM in the
broiler diet. In the past, the inclusion of canola meal
in layer diets was limited to less than 5%. This was
due to the toxic principles (residual glucosinolates)
which resulted in liver hemorrhage mortality that
occurred with higher levels of inclusion. However,
with the development of double zero variety of
canola meal, the same can be included upto 20%
in the diets of laying hens with no increase in the
incidence of liver hemorrhagic mortality. Care must
be taken when canola meal is incorporated in the
diets of brown egg layers because of an increase
in fishy flavor that results in the eggs.  Canola
contains high levels of choline and sinapine,
precursors of trimethylamine.

Conclusions

The utilization of mustard/rapeseed meal in poultry
is limited due to the presence of various
incriminating factors like glucosinolates, erucic
acid, tannin and higher crude fibre. It can be used
up to 10 and 5% in the diet of broiler and layer
chicken, respectively. The development of double
zero varieties of canola meal has led to higher level
of inclusion in poultry diets (broiler-30% and layer-
20%) without any adverse affect performance of
poultry. Hence, canola meal can be a potential
alternative to soybean meal in poultry feeding. The
author believes that if canola crop can be promoted
in this country, then the dependency on SBM as a
source of protein can be mitigated to a greater
extent.U
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Potential of Essential Oil Blend in Poultry Production
Dr. Koushik De, Technical ServicesDirector- SCA, Novus International

PRESS RELEASE

U
The efficient conversion of feed into
its basic components for optimal
nutrient absorption is vital for both
broiler and broiler breeder produc-
tion and welfare. Gut health, an intri-
cate and complex area combining
nutrition, microbiology, immunology,
and physiology, has a key role to play.
When gut health is compromised,
digestion and nutrient absorption are
affected which, in turn, can have a
detrimental effect on feed conversion

Dr. Koushik De

inflammation, these subclinical
infections reduce feed efficiency and
result in an opportunity for potential
pathogens.

Poultry trials challenged with
Eimeria and Clostridium perfringens
showed that NEXT ENHANCE® 150
feed additive – an encapsulated,
highly concentrated blend of thymol
with carvacrol – promotes healthy
intestinal microbial flora, as well as

leading to economic loss and a greater suscepti-
bility to disease.

The industry has made huge efforts in recent years
to develop solutions focusing on gut health. This is
not only due to a direct link to improved feed
efficiency and profitability, animal welfare or food
safety, but also due to changes in consumer
preferences and regulatory requirements.

When it comes to poultry gut health, coccidiosis
and necrotic enteritis are major economic
challenges, particularly when present in a
subclinical form where symptoms may not be
observable. Due to epithelial damage and

supports gut barrier function, inflammation
processes and immunity. NEXT ENHANCE® 150
has a positive effect in the reduction of
coccidialfaecal oocyst shedding and minimize
damage to intestinal epithelium in infected birds .
Use of NEXT ENHANCE® 150 for reduction in
coccidial oocysts in excreta could lead to the
development of new strategy for the prevention of
avian coccidiosis.

Coated essential oil blend –protected for
better performance:

Where essential oils are concerned,thymol and
carvacrol are scientifically well-documented

compounds. Due to their
phenolic structure (having
a cyclic ring with a hydroxyl
group attached) they are
recognized as efficient
compounds showing a
variety of beneficial effects
in the gut. NEXT
ENHANCE® 150 (NE150)
is a highly concentrated
blend containing thymol
and carvacrolprotected by
a unique coating. This
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ensures that the active ingredients are stable during
pelletingand can ultimately result in a controlled
release to the lower parts of the intestinal tract.

Multi-faceted approach:  Thymol and carvacrol
are highly effective against a wide range of potential
pathogens.In a variety of studies, NE150has
demonstrated its potential to establish a healthy
microbial composition by promoting higher lactic
acid-producing bacteria and reduce pathogenic
species. An example of the antimicrobial effects in
broilers is shown in Figure 1.

In the study, an Eimeria challenge model was used,
which typically increases the levels of C.
perfringens. It is well known that C. perfringens is
the causative agent for necrotic enteritis but
requires other predisposing factors to become
clinical or subclinical. The invasion of intestinal cells
by the Eimeria parasite is seen as the major
predisposing factor because it creates tissue

damage and leakage of plasma proteins used by
C. perfringens. Broilers, receiving NE150 showed
lower levels of C. perfringens as well as lower levels
of Enterobacteriaceae, a large family of pathogens
includingE.Coli or Salmonella. As a result, NE150is
shown to lower the risk of a bacterial overgrowth,
which is key in the development of necrotic enteritis.

Biomarkers can be used to study the effect of
protected thymol and carvacrol on intestinal integrity
and gut barrier function. The stability of the tight
junctions(a unique connection between cells),for
example is linked to the amount of occludin, which
increases the physical barrier function of the
intestine. Under challenge conditions and during
inflammation processes, occludin is known to be
downregulated. A broiler study with C. perfringens
challenge showed lower levels of occludin, which
increasedwith the addition of NE150. This lowers
the risk of pathogen translocation,or the

Figure 1:  Reduction in caecal C. perfringens & Enterobacteriaceae
8 days post-challenge with Eimeria
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uncontrolled transfer of different molecules from
the lumen into the bloodstream. It has also been
shown that broilers receiving NE150 under Eimeria
or C. perfringens challengesshowed significantly
lower serum endotoxin levels, indicating improved
mucosal barrier integrity.Adding NE150 to the ration
has also shown increased villus height to crypt
depth ratio, another well recognized marker for
intestinal health. Macroscopic intestinal lesions are
another relevant indicator of gut health. In Eimeria
and C. perfringens challenge studies, these lesions
were significantly reduced with NE150.Fewer
intestinal lesions can result in a lower inflammation
processes and candirectly translate to performance
improvements.

During a host-pathogenic infection, pro-
inflammatory cytokines are released to activate the
immune system. However, the inflammation needs
to be controlled as a prolonged and persistent
activation of pro-inflammatory cytokines can result
in mucosal damage as well as impactthe stability
of tight junctions. The inflammation also consumes
a lot of energy, which impacts performance.
NE150is shown to downregulatepro-inflammatory
cytokines,which helps to protect intestinal barrier
function and save energy. Conclusively, thymol and
carvacrol lower the risk of performance depression
and intestinal damage caused by inflammation.

Thymol and carvacrol are also known to have anti-
oxidative capacities due to their chemical
structure.To understand how NE150 could benefit

broilers’ oxidative status, a study was done
measuring various biomarkers, such as super
oxide dismutase (SOD) and glutathione peroxidase
(GSH-Px). These enzymes are responsible for the
conversion of reactive oxygen species (ROS) to
harmless substances. ROS are a result of normal
metabolism but are toxic to the organism and
increase significantly during an infection or stress.
It was shown that both enzymes increased (Figure
2) when NE150was added to the diet. As a result,
the malondialdehyde levels, a marker for lipid
peroxidation, were significantly reduced in broilers.
NE150 can therefore, directly and indirectly, help
to maintain a balance between ROS and the
defense system, which lowers the risk of tissue
and cell damage as well as performance losses.

Consistent performance improvement:  With its
broad impact on gut health it is not surprising that
broilers receiving NE150 show a consistent
improvement in feed conversion ratio with an
average of 3.7% when used at the recommended
dosage rate. In addition, NE150 can be used in
feeding programs to support the birds under
coccidiosis, necrotic enteritis/ gut health challenges
to help alleviate negative effects on the animals.

This array of trials shows that producers can use
NE150 in their strategy to improve feed conversion
ratio, thereby reducing production cost efficiently
and increasing the profitabilityof commercial broiler
productions.
References available upon request

Figure 2: Improved antioxidant status

U
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Central Poultry Development Organization &
Training Institute under Government of India, Ministry
of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry & Dairying, a
premier Institute located at Hessarghatta,
Bengaluru organized a one day online Discussion
forum – on TRENDS IN POULTRY HEALTH,
SEASON-2 ORGANISED BY CPDO&TI in
association with Indian Federation of Animal
Health Companies, on 16TH September , 2021

Poultry sector in India is a techno-commercial
sector with contribution of nearly 1.5 lakh crores to
the GNP with about 6 million people being employed
directly or indirectly. Poultry Farming Practices in
India are one of the best in the world. The Science
adopted in Genetics, Nutrition, Management and
Disease prevention are one among the best in
class matching Global Standards. Presently it is
estimated that 4.5 billion broiler population, 250 -
300 million layers and about 3.5 to 4.0 crore broiler
breeders are being reared in India. The health
specialists have achieved huge task in disease
prevention and health management in the country.
However, poultry health is a dynamic, ever evolving
entity among poultry farming. It is always required
to get abreast with the latest knowledge and tips
for poultry health management. Hence, this
discussion forum is envisaged to outline the
present trends in poultry health. Since poultry health
is a vast subject, it has been envisaged to conduct
in series wise as Season-1, followed by many.

This event was organized in association with Indian
Federation of Animal Health Companies (INFAH)
under the leadership of Mr. Vijay Teng, President
and Dr. Vijay Makhija, General Secretary along with
poultry expert members of INFAH.

PRESS RELEASE

Online Discussion Forum (ODF)–On Trends In
Poultry Health, Season-2 Organised by CPDO & TI

in Association with INFAH, On 16TH September 2021

The Online Discussion Forum started sharp at
10.30 am on 16th September 2021 by opening
remarks from Dr. Mahesh P.S., Joint
Commissioner & Director, CPDO&TI. He briefed
about the legacy of CPDO&TI being an organization
built over six decades (1960). Dr. Mahesh appraise
the delegates that speaker have joined from different
parts of country & overseas as well. The online
discussion forum is streamed on Zoom link & also
on YouTube channel of CPDO&TI. The topics of
the Online Discussion Forum focused on the
Immunity, Data management & Traceability, Food
Safety, One Health approach to tackle AMR.

Further he elaborated that digitalization,
consumerism, focus on safe food and health would
create more demand for protein foods like eggs
and chicken in India with a priority preference for
safe and certified traceable products. Hence, he
advised to adopt latest software’s for data
collections in various poultry operations.

Dr. Vijay Makhija, General Secretary, INFAH, made
a presentation from Mumbai, Maharashtra digitally
about activities of the Organization which is formed
in 2012. At present, it has 52 members representing
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more than 85 percent of Animal Health Markets
turnover in India. INFAH is celebrating its 10th

anniversary this year & is one of the largest animal
health organization across the globe. He mentioned
about INFAH’s moto being “Healthy Animals,
Healthier India”. INFAH is invited in all major
decision making pertain to Animal health sector and
is considered as a voice of Industry. INFAH has
focused approach via sub committees on various
aspects of health issues related to scientific
research in veterinary field. This organization has
set out guidelines and working in liaison with
government in various committees. This online
discussion forum is organized by members of
Biologicals & Biosecurity sub-committee of INFAH.

Mr. Vijay Teng, President, INFAH in his inaugural
address through online from Ahmedabad, Gujarat,
appreciated the efforts of CPDO&TI organization
under Government of India for conducting such
innovative programmes through digital gateway. He

in the many sectors of the industry. With a large
and truly international membership of 8000, the
organization’s objectives are promoted in various
ways. These range from high-profile international
congresses and conferences to the many diverse
meetings organized by WPSA national branches
(of which there are about 80), two federations of
branches, in Europe and in the Asia Pacific region
and two networks, the African Poultry network and
the Mediterranean Poultry network. The World’s
Poultry Science Journal, the official organ of the
WPSA, has developed a highly international
reputation for its content, which covers virtually all
aspects of production and science in the poultry
industry. He shared Co-operation with other
associations and organizations  & is looking forward
to explore collabaration with INFAH

elaborated on changing preferences in food habits
with more focus on protein foods like egg and
chicken recipes. He assured to extend full
cooperation and support to CPDO&TI for

conducting many more seasons under Poultry
Health series.

Dr. Roel Mulder Secretary General of World
Poultry Science Association (WPSA) joined online
from Netherlands.  He thanked INFAH for inviting
him to this online discussion forum.   He shared
that WPSA is the “The leading global network for
poultry science and technology”. Its motto is
Working together to feed the world. The WPSA is a
long established (est. 1912) and unique
organization that strives to advance knowledge and
understanding of all aspects of poultry science and
the poultry industry. Its mission is to facilitate
sustainable and socially equittable poultry
production worldwide by encouraging and liaising
research scientists, educators and those working
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1. Dr. Jayaraman K Poultry Expert joined from
Coimbatore spoke on the topic “Immunity
Simplified”. In his presentation he elaborated in
detail about the concept of Immunity development
post vaccination. He emphasized the significance
of strong gut health. In addition he shared practical
experiences with regards to basics of immunity,
how to device  optimal  vaccination schedule
,understanding  vaccination failures & tips for better
immunization . His key take home messages were
, Understand basics to device good schedule and
understand failures , Combined approach of correct
spacing , combination of live, killed and supported
by immune modulator gives good result ,latest
technology vaccines are good but world of caution
,use with judicial schedule and health status ,take
note of variants and emerging disease , don’t plan
for best immunity , but plan for optimal immunity . It
come with cost. His detailed presentation can be
viewed through CPDO&TI YouTube channel:
CPDO & TI TRAINING

Dr. Ajay Deshpande, Poultry Entrepreneur
presented online from Pune, Maharashtra about the
topic Data Management & traceability. In his
address he narrated simple practical elements of

importance of data management and traceability
for efficiency enhancement. His key take home
messages were : Poultry industry over the years
has evolved into a modern state, the traditional
farming systems without proper data keeping, data
analysis and traceability doesn’t exist now a days,
the organization can’t grow without having its data
system in place, Livestock farmers, feed mills,
slaughterhouses, hatcheries and all departments
of a poultry company are becoming more and more
adept at capturing data, True value is generated
from the information that can be obtained from the
analysis of these data. When data is in its place,
the quality of your decisions improve drastically. By
nature, people have different ways of processing
information, but a centralized system ensures a
framework to plan, organize and delegate, If your
organization is looking to stay ahead of the curve,
it requires a good data maintenance system in
place.

Dr. Javeed Mulani, working with OSI Vista
Processed Foods Pvt. Ltd. joined online from
Coimbatore Tamandu . He addressed on the topic
“Food Safety in Chicken Meat  Production” &
gave overview of Food Safety in Indian Poultry, Food
Safety  Hazards in Chicken Meat, Transparency

Requirement in Poultry Supply Chain, Food Safety
Key Considerations at Broiler Farm , Critical to
Quality and Safety Points at Poultry Processing
Plan & Role of Government Agency. His key take
away messages were as follows:

 Innovative Farm Best Practices: follow new
innovative best practices to ensure food safety
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at each stage of Poultry supply chain and make
sustainable  poultry farming.

 Modern Poultry Processing Plant: Growing
demand of safe and good quality chicken meat
processed at HACCP base modern poultry
processing plant.

 Traceability: It increase transparency in
poultry supply chain and increase confidence
about safety of chicken meat.

 Guideline for Wet Market: Formalize
regulation/guideline to improve GMP practices
in wet market which contribute >90% in Indian
poultry Industry.

 International std and FSSAI regulation:
Follow stringent international standards  &
FSSAI food safety regulation to lead in world.

  Consumer awareness: Increase awareness
about safe and good quality of chicken meat
and increase the consumption of chicken meat
in country.

         Question and Answers with the speakers was
conducted by Dr. Vijay Makhija. The details can be
accessed through Youtube / Facebook link of
CPDO&TI and LinkedIn of INFAH.

The final session of the day was Panel Discussion
with three regulatory & technical personnel’s
namely, Dr. D.J. Kalita, Dr N. C . Prakash Reddy

and Mr. Ritesh Patel of INFAH Biological &
Biosecurity sub-committee. They shared insights
on One Health approach to tackle AMR, role of
vaccines, Biosecurity & Diagnostic to address AMR
& key initiatives of INFAH with regards to addressing
the issues of AMR. Elements of National Action Plan
on AMR were discussed in brief. INFAH promotes
judicious & prudent use of antimicrobials & impart
continuous education on following the withdrawal
periods.

Dr. Mahesh P.S., Joint Commissioner & Director,
CPDO&TI mentioned that Team CPDO&TI would
conduct many such programmes in the coming
months. The programme was conducted live on
zoom, YouTube channel of CPDO&TI along with
recordings posted on Facebook: cpdoti.Bangalore,
on youtube: CPDO&TI TRAINING and LinkedIn of
INFAH. All are requested to download “Latest App
of CPDO&TI” from Google Playstore by typing
“CPDO&TI” for Android Version.

Sri. S.M. Anwar Basha, Senior faculty of CPDO&TI
executed the job of Admin of conducting Discussion
Forum very effectively and proposed vote of thanks
for the delegates. The other team members of
CPDO&TI worked hard in making this programme
successful. Team CPDO&TI thank all the viewers
participated through Zoom and Youtube. It is also
acknowledged that Print Media extends great
support by wide coverage of all online events of
CPDO&TI across the country.Dr. D.J. Kalita

Mr. Ritesh Patel
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meet the desired market demand, there is little talk
around the quality and consistency of natural
products. With this in mind, we have designed this
series of articles, which sheds light on the importance
of standardization in botanical powders. In the last
two issues, we have discussed with evidence what
standardized botanical powders (SBPs) are, and
how an SBP comes into being.

The medicinal property of a plant is determined by
the natural phytoactive chemicals they possess.
Phytochemicals, such as alkaloids, terpenes,
phenolic compounds, and flavonoids are
encapsulated by a specialized membrane known
as tonoplast.A tonoplast is a semipermeable
membrane surrounding a vacuole in a plant
cell.Once the SBP is fed to the animal, the tonoplast
disintegrates in the gut of the animals, releasing the
phytochemicals. These phytoconstituents have been
reported to exhibit various biological effects for
instanceadaptogenic,hypoglycaemic, antioxidant,
immunomodulatory, anti-inflammatory, anti-cancer,
and gut enhancing properties. However, the
biosynthesis of phytochemicals is significantly
affected by several factors such asenvironmental

Standardization of botanical powders starts at the grassroots
Dr Raina Raj, Head of Marketing, Natural Remedies Pvt. Ltd

harvesting botanicals from wild sources not only
damages the biodiversity of the region but also there
is no accountability to the variation in their
phytochemical constituents, which poses an issue
when botanical compounds need to be standardized.
Therefore, it is important to ensure that plants
selected for their medicinal uses contain relatively
fewer variations in phytochemical constituents.
Standardization is essential to maintain consistency
in the biological outcome when consumed by
animals. Hence to overcome these issues the
standardization process begins at the farm where
the medicinal plants are cultivated under supervision
and can be harvested at the optimum time of growth
for the best utility of the phytochemicals.

Contracted supervisedfarming

One of the strategies to procure superior quality raw
botanicals with the least variability in their
phytoconstituents is through contracted supervised
farming. This helps monitoring of the raw product
for its authenticity, safety, and least variability in the
desired phytochemical; ensuring organic
methodology is used in the plant cultivation process;
harvesting at the specific age of maturity, when the

The organic revolution in the food
industry has taken the world in its
stride. The consumer awareness of the
health benefits of natural products
shall keep this revolution going. There
has been tremendous growth in the
global organic animal food
industry.The global organic poultry
market alone is expected to make
$7.67 billion in 2021. Although there
have been several discussions to

stress conditions like seasonal
changes, geographical location, plant
maturity, soil type, farming practices,
genetic make-up, and post-harvest
processing to mention a few.

In India, manufacturers can purchase
crude botanicals from local Bazaar,
where 52% of their stock comes from
temperate and tropical forests, 25%
from wild-grown regions, and 20%
from farms or plantations. Scientifically,

Dr Raina Raj

Natural Remedies is the number 1 veterinary herbal healthcare company in India with
presence in more than 30 countries across the globe. Through its world-class Research

and Development centre, Natural Remedies offers a category of science-based
Phytogenic feed additives, called Standardised Botanical Powders (SBPs). In this series

of articles, Dr. Raina Raj, Head of Marketing at Natural Remedies, provides in-depth
knowledge of what SBPs are, and their benefits in the poultry diet.
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phytochemicals are at their peak; to the farming
community this generates a steady source of income;
this generates gainful employment in rural
communities; they receive support and guidance
throughout the cultivation process; they receive input
after analysis of the soil and water samples for pH,
conductivity, organic carbon, phosphorus, potash,
and residual pesticides. Since the plants are grown
organically, pesticide use is avoided, which in turn
helps the environment. However, to ensure that the
crops receive sufficient nutrients the manure used
as fertilizer is also assessed, for physical and
chemical properties such as colour/odour, moisture
percentage, pH, conductivity, organic carbon, N-P-

K, CN ratio, micronutrients like Fe, Mn, Zn, etc. A
technical team supervises the land for soil
waterlogging, major weed infestation, and irrigation
and assists the farmers to solve any issues in the
field. In general, it is a win-win situation for both the
contracting herbal company and the farmer.

Assessment of authenticity

The herb samples collected from the farm should
be evaluated extensively for their genuineness at
the physical, microscopic, and molecular levels
(Figure1).The authenticity of the herbs is already
established at the seed level during
collection.Ultimately, all these assessments are

Figure 1: Farmers receive support and guidance from land preparation until the time of harvest

Figure 2: Herbal authentication
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Figure 3: Pesticide Residues in the raw material are evaluated by GC-MSMS/GC-ECD

Figure 5: Aflatoxins in the raw material can be detected through HPLC-FLD

Figure 4: Heavy metals in the raw material are detected by ICP-MS
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necessary for the standardization process of the SBPs
and to provide consistency in each batch to give the
desired biological effect.

Assuring safety

To ensure the SBPs are safe,the herbs are collected
from a pristine area where there is no heavy presence
of contaminants. Also, the safety is ensured with the

harvested raw herbs through testing for
pesticides, heavy metals, and mycotoxins/
aflatoxin. The samples can be tested for
pesticide residues with Gas Chromatography –
Electron Capture Detector (GC-ECD) and Gas
Chromatography-Tandem Mass Spectrometry
(GC-MS/MS)as shown in Figure 3. Heavy metals
such as Cadmium, Arsenic, Lead, and Mercury
are evaluated with an inductively coupled plasma
mass spectrophotometer (ICP-MS) as shown in
Figure 4. Heavy metal, pesticides and
mycotoxins occurrences in herbs, if not
maintained below safe levels can lead to life-
threatening toxicity in animals.Aflatoxin and
mycotoxins are detected using high-
performance liquid chromatography with
fluorescence detection (HPLC-FLD) as shown
in Figure 5.

Traceability of the raw material to its origin

The whole process of cultivation to harvest
should be well documented, just as travel
information in a passport Figure 6. Supervised
farming helps maintain scientific recording that
gives details at each stage of growth, if at all
there are any untoward variations noticed in the
performance of the product, it can be traced
back and re-evaluated with scientific data. Post-
harvest the product should be well labelled too
(Figure 7). So that finished goods can be traced
to which farm they originated from. The whole
raw material procurement process becomes
more science-based which helps in the
standardization of SBPs and is eco-friendly, by
maintaining the biodiversity of the forests,
avoiding pesticides, and ensuring customers a
safe end product free of synthetic constituents.

The current article emphasizes the importance
of procurement of high-quality raw material by
focusing on its authenticity, safety, and
documentation to keep good consistency in the
concentration of the phytoconstituents. Finally,
these would result in high-quality SBPs. In our
next issue, we shall elaborate on the “Check,
Assessment, and Revalidation of SBPs.”

Figure 6:  Passport data of Ocimum,
authenticated by a botanist.

Figure 7: Post-harvest the raw material is
labelled so that its origin can be tracedback

U
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speakers, Dr. Sudheer B. Rukadikar, veterinary
pathologist and poultry health consultant, and Dr.
Chandan Chatterjee, Group Product Manager at
Natural Remedies Pvt. Ltd. The focus of their
discussion was towards understanding
andproviding practical solutions to the respiratory
challengesin poultry,faced during high humidity
conditions.

Dr. Rukadikar started his talk by pointing out the
increased incidence of respiratory diseases
worldwide in recent days due to the intensive rearing
methods followed. He has used the term respiratory
disease complex (RDC) as acute respiratory
diseases caused due to several etiologies
characterized by respiratory distress, depression,
and increased mortality in poultry.

Dr. Rukadikar mentioned that each year, India faces
losses of millions of rupees due to poultry sickness
caused by viruses, bacteria, and fungi. Microbial
illnesses in poultry are a huge concern, despite the
widespread use of antibiotics and the best
vaccinations available. The large bioburden is one
of the explanations. Bioburden is the presence of
disease-causing organisms in the shed, which are
passed down from one flock to the next.

U

Respiratory challenges in poultry during humid
conditions-an overview and solution

Dr Raina Raj, Head of Marketing, Natural Remedies Pvt. Ltd.

rather than prophylactic or growth-enhancing
purposes. Also, the emergence of new multi-drug
resistant (MDR) bacteria is a reason why we must
use antibiotics at the lowest levels possible.

Clinical symptoms of RDC in chickens are
sneezing; open mouth breathing; head shaking;
ruffled feathers; gurgling breathing sounds;
discharge from nostrils and eyes; eye swelling.

Why is the poultry respiratory system more
susceptible to infections as compared to
mammals?

While discussing the anatomy and physiology of
the chicken respiratory system, Dr. Rukadikar
pointed out that, unlike mammals, the chicken
respiratory system is not limited to the thorax but
extends throughout the body. As a result,
maintaining the integrity of the system is crucial.
The invasion of the respiratory tract influences the
overall performance of the birds. Nostrils, trachea,
and bronchi form the upper respiratory tract (URT).
The lower respiratory tract is made up of the lungs
and air sacs (LRT). The URT also acts as the first
line of defense in the body, preventing pathogens
from entering. Air sacs are very thin-walled
expansions of the bronchi that are only seen in avian
species. They are found all over the bird’s body,

Natural is future 2.0 is a
webinar series powered by
Natural Remedies Pvt. Ltd.,
where we invite eminent
speakers from across the
globe to share their thoughts
on the most relevant topics
in the animal health industry.
In August, we had the
privilege of hosting two

Dr. Rukadikar brought to
notice that there has been
growing concern about the
presence of residual
antibiotics in poultry meat in
recent years. This puts
pressure on poultry rearing
practices to limit antibiotic
use in poultry to therapeutic

Dr Raina RajDr. Sudheer
Rukadikar
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and they create pneumatic bones when linked to
long bones. Any damage or infection to the air sac
can cause the bones to get infected. The cleft in
the hard palate is another unusual aspect of the
bird’s anatomy.

The respiratory system is also a part of the
immune system.

Putting the immune system in the spotlight Dr.
Rukadikar explained that the avian immune system
is comprised of various branches, including gut
immunity linked with gut-associated lymphoid tissue
(GALT) and respiratory immunity related to
bronchial associated lymphoid tissue (BALT). The
BALT works by eliminating inhaled particles and
keeping the airways clean, preventing or inhibiting
the entry of disease-causing pathogens from the
air. Several supplements can be used to promote
BALT function and immunity by strengthening the
respiratory tract’s immunity and defending the body
against disease-causing germs.

Challenges in the monsoon season

Birds can withstand relative humidity (RH) levels
of 50-70 percent. However, due to increased air
humidity during the monsoon season, dampness
in the shed is high. Higher humidity always adds
pressure to the respiratory system and birds cannot
breathe properly.

Ventilation: Poultry houses should be well
ventilated. Sufficient aeration is necessary to
eliminate dangerous gases such as ammonia,
carbon dioxide, and carbon monoxide from the
shed. Gases such as ammonia accumulation can
lead to damage to the ciliated epithelium in the
trachea, which is known as the first line of defense
in the respiratory system. When ammonia levels
reach 25 ppm, it will lead to ciliostasis, where cilia
stop moving, and at levels of 40 ppm, it leads to
de-ciliation, which is the loss of cilia. Weakening
of the first line of defense will lead to the entry of

pathogenic organisms into the LRT, causing
serious diseases. Hence, it is important to keep
ammonia at the lowest level with proper ventilation.
Dr. Rukadikar provided evidence through autopsy
images showing disease changes noticed, to
emphasize the damage caused.

Filthy litter: About 80 percent of the water
consumed by birds is added back to the barn
through respiration and excreted as faeces. Due
to high humidity, the litter may not dry quickly; care
must be taken to remove caked litter.

Vaccination Reactions: Dr. Rukadikar mentioned
that vaccinations have, without any doubt,
contributed significantly to the health and welfare
of birds in poultry farming. But live virus vaccines
can sometimes lead to vaccine reactions. Certain
vaccine viruses replicate in the intestinal
(Newcastle disease (ND), infectious bronchitis (IB),
and IBD vaccine viruses) and/or respiratory tract
(ND and IB vaccine viruses). But due to replication
in the respiratory tract, ND and IB vaccines provoke
respiratory distress. In combination, ammonia
build-up with poor ventilation in the shed leads to a
weakened respiratory immune system. Hence,
efforts must be made towards avoiding vaccine
reactions too.

Bringing the focus on the current known respiratory
diseases in chickens, Dr. Rukadikar listed
infectious coryza, infectious laryngotracheitis, IB,
ND, avian influenza (AI), and chronic respiratory
diseases, which are primarily diseases of the
respiratory system. But diseases, such as fowl
cholera, aspergillosis, and fowl pox (diphtheritic
form), may also affect the respiratory organs.

He then explained the strategy to be followed to
overcome respiratory distress.

• Firstly, one must targetimproving respiratory
immunity, aiming at keeping airways patent and
reducing stress on the respiratory system.
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• Secondly, one should try to increase
hemoglobin levels in birds so that oxygen-
carrying efficiency is improved.

• During the high-risk period, such asthe
monsoon season, one should use products
that can remove excess mucus in the bronchi
such as bronchodilators and expectorants.

General principles to be followed to prevent
RDC:

• Cleaning and disinfection of the poultry shed
between flocks to reduce bioburden.

• Avoid immunosuppression in birds.

• Continuous disinfection by spraying.

• Keeping the shed aerated, dust-free and the
birds stress-free.

• As prevention of RDC, one can use herbal
products that act as expectorants and
bronchodilators; expand the capacity of the
lungs to ease respiratory distress.

Dr. Chandan Chatterjee, group product manager
at Natural Remedies Pvt. Ltd., took over the session
and talked about a natural way to boost the natural
immunity of the respiratory system. He put forth
the concept of positively modulating immunity by
enhancing immunity and negative modulation by
reducing inflammation.

He introduced the product Respease™ which is
an herbal liquid consisting of Glycyrrhizin, Vasicine,
Rosmarinic acid, and the essential oil Carvone.
Respease™ improves respiratory immunity and
boosts oxygenation of the cells through its
hematinic activity and respiratory soothing effect.

He showed histopathological slides with evidence
of increased BALT area in chicken lungs after
supplementation with Respease™. The anti-
inflammatory property of Respease™ was tested
for its effect on COX2 and PGE2 inhibition. Both

COX2 and PGE2 are inflammatory mediators.
Respease™ also exhibits properties of a mucolytic,
expectorant, bronchodilator, anti-oxidant, and anti-
spasmodic. Supplementation with Respease™ in
a field trial consisting of 30,000 broiler birds showed
improved FCR, increased body weight gain, lower
mortality, and improved bird activity as compared
to the untreated control group. Respease™ has
been extensively assessed and has scientific
backing for its ability to improve respiratory
immunity and attenuate respiratory distress. The
questions addressed during the session are below:

How do we take care of respiratory challenges
in layers? Is week-a-month antibiotic therapy
sufficient?

Dr. Rukadikar: With the growing concern about
the residual antibiotics in chicken meat, it is not
advisable to follow the week-a-month schedule of
antibiotics for prophylactic purposes. Management
tools such as clean environment, stress-free, dust-
free, good ventilation, and clean sheds. Also, when
going for the live IB and ND vaccines, farmers should
supplement the birds with products that minimize
stress on the respiratory tract to avoid vaccine
reactions.

Any change in the vaccination schedule
required to control respiratory infections?

Dr. Rukadikar: There is documentation that
administering a live LaSota vaccine in the presence
of avian influenza (AI) can lead to respiratory
reactions. Hence, it is better to go for clonevaccines
which do not show vaccine reactions.

Can Respease™ be used in treatment also?

Dr. Chandan:  Respease™ has been designed to
be used for prophylactic purposes, but it can also
be used for treatment purposes.

What kind of management improvisations helps
in reducing respiratory challenges in humid
conditions?
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Dr. Rukadikar: Avoid overcrowding.

If humidity is high and no natural air movement is
present in the shed, then fix high-speed fans to help
air circulation.

Does Respease™ react with any other
medicine or supplements when added to
water?

Dr. Chandan: Respease™ is a very inert herbal
product and it is a natural product. Hence, it doesn’t
react with other medicines or supplements. It is
very safe to add to water.

Even though a bird’s respiratory system is
advanced in comparison to that of humans and
very effective, it is more prone to respiratory
infection. Why?

Dr. Rukadikar: The avian respiratory system is
advanced, but also delicate. The bird’s respiratory
system is not restricted to one part of the body. It is
spread throughout the body and any minor insult to
any part of the system will spread all over.

CRD is a common problem in the field. How can
we manage the situation?

Dr. Rukadikar: a. CRD is vertically transmitted
from parents to offspring, hence purchasing the
chicks from a known vendor where the parents are
not infected.

b. Preventive Treatment: Tylosin andTilmicosin can
be used according to the prescribed dosage.

c. If there is a doubt about mycoplasma infection,
then the flock must be vaccinated for IB and ND at
a young age. In spray vaccination, the size of the
vaccine must be very critically managed.

What is the main point of cleaning with
disinfection to protect against respiratory
problems?

Dr. Rukadikar: Cleaning must be done well before
introducing a new flock. This is not just for the
prevention of respiratory diseases, but also for other
diseases. Cleaning should be done well with no
residues of organic matter. Thisshould reduce the
bioburden to a great extent. And disinfection with
the recommended concentration has a good effect.U
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In Brief

• When the prices of agricultural commodities rise,
some producers lower quality standards to save
costs or buy alternative ingredients.

• Lower quality and alternative grains can have
consequences in animals. The costs of managing
those consequences could negate the savings
achieved by buying cheaper grain.

• Understanding and mitigating risks, including
likelihood of mycotoxin contamination, is key to
profitability.

Managing the Rising Price of Agricultural Commodities
Commodities prices are rising around the world, and many producers are trying to

manage by using alternative crops or cutting quality standards. But does it put
animals—and, ultimately, operations—at risk? Here is what you need to know.

by Augusto Heck

relaxing their quality standards for the purchase of
corn, compromising on standards such as moisture
levels, percentage of damaged grains, oil content
and mycotoxin contamination. When purchasing
soy, the protein, moisture and crude fiber content—
as well as the urea activity and presence and levels
of mycotoxins—have been made more “flexible”.

Photo: Timothy Jenkins

The price of corn and soybeans, two of the main
commodities used in feed formulas, has been
skyrocketing. Repercussions have been felt
worldwide, with increases in production costs
resulting in the narrowing of profit margins or,
sometimes, producers operating at a loss.

Corn, for example, is a basic ingredient in diets.
The average international price is around USD 160
per ton, and projected to rise in USD 5 increments
to an incredible USD 180 per ton in 2025.

To mitigate this economic impact, many production
systems have adopted risky strategies, namely

Average Worldwide Price for Maize
Source: Statista

Consequences of using lower quality
commodities

The consequences resulting from this “flexibility”
of quality standards include:

• the need for nutritional correction with aggreg-
ation of extra costs sometimes equal to or
greater than the resource savings generated
in the purchase of lower quality the grain;

• higher presence of anti-nutritional factors that
negatively impact zootechnical indicators;

• greater prevalence and levels of mycotoxins
and with a strong possibility of co-
contamination, generating the need to invest
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in products to mitigate the impact or, if they
are not adopted, face mycotoxicosis in animals.
Because of the compounding effects of co-
contamination with multiple mycotoxins, the
impact of mycotoxicosis could be orders of
magnitude greater than the initial contamination
levels.

corn, soy can be a source of mycotoxins and so
must be tested.

When mycotoxins are present at certain levels, their
effects range from silent and delayed damage to
the health and performance of your animals to large
losses from mycotoxicosis.

The proportion of systems that have incurred these
risks is quite high, given the scarcity of supply and
the steady, if not increased, demand, as well as
increased opportunities for international trade
arising from the sanitary crises in Asia and Europe,
which had a negative impact on local production.
The increase in production for export ends up
aggravating the mismatch between supply and
demand for commodities.

In addition, reducing minimum quality standards,
some producers look for alternative ingredients to
partially replace corn and soybeans. The
ingredients vary depending on the place and times
season. While there is information available on how
to properly formulate feed from a nutritional point
of view, there is a lack of information about the types
of levels of mycotoxins they contain because they
are not routinely monitored. The great vulnerability
is the poverty of information regarding the types
and levels of mycotoxins present in them, but now
they need to be included in mycotoxin risk
management programs.

In the BIOMIN Mycotoxin Survey, the longest
running and most comprehensive data set on
mycotoxin occurrence, samples from nearly all
continents contained mycotoxins produced by fungi
of the fusarium genus in quantities indicating a ‘high
risk’ status. This apparent higher risk of mycotoxins
may be partially justified by this pressure exerted
by their price, but also by a growing concern with
monitoring the quality of raw materials, generating
more diagnostic information for decision-making.
In this contextfumonisin (FUM), deoxynivalenol
(DON) and zearalenone (ZEN) are the mycotoxins
most present in positivity and levels founded in most
situations, comparing the same period with the
previous year, we had an increase in risk levels.

The moisture content of corn, when high and
occurring along with hot temperatures, creates ideal
conditions for the proliferation of fungi and,
potentially, the production of mycotoxins. Damaged
grains are more vulnerable to these fungi because
they have lost their protective structures. The oil
content, associated with the energy level that the
corn must contain, may be significantly reduced in
poor quality grains, generating the need for
nutritional corrections. And when mycotoxins are
present at certain levels, their effects range from
silent and delayed damage to the health and
performance of your animals to large losses
resulting from severe disease called
mycotoxicosis.

Soy primarily contributes to the protein fraction in
diets. When we have low quality soy, the protein
content tends to be lower, requiring nutritional
corrections. The high moisture content, together
with high temperatures, can also encourage fungal
growth and the production of mycotoxins. If the urea
activity is high, it means that the thermal processes
of inactivation of anti-nutritional factors present in
the soybeans were not well executed and could
have a negative impact on performance. As with
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Starting from the premise that the possibility of the
occurrence of mycotoxins and the levels found in
the feed ingredients are high and the poultry is the
species most susceptible to damage from them, it is
essential to test for mycotoxins, perform a cost-
benefit analysis of mycotoxin risk manage-
ment and establish or reinforce mitigating actions.
Due to the biochemical nature of these three
mycotoxins that we highlight as the most relevant,
biotransformation is the mechanism of choice for a
product to counteract mycotoxins. Other
mechanisms are less effective, and efficacy is
imperative at a time of high challenge.
BIOMIN Solutions
• The Mycofix® range products the appropriate

components to convert FUM, DON and ZEN into
harmless metabolites in a selective and
irreversible way. The enzyme FUMzyme®
hydrolyzes fumonisins. The bacteria Biomin®
BBSH® 797 produces an epoxidase enzyme that
inactivates trichothecenes, the group of
mycotoxins that includes DON, and last but not
least, the recently launched enzyme ZENzyme®
acts on zearalenone protecting the breeding
stock.

• These components are the only ones approved
for the reduction of food contamination with
mycotoxins in the European economic
community. Within the EU, only registered
components can make statements about the
deactivation of mycotoxins, and the EU seal
indicates the effectiveness of these tools.

Various Mycotoxins and their Effects
Fumonisins can cause pulmonary edema,
nephrotoxicity and hepatotoxicity. What’s more
deleterious, and often the cause-and-effect
relationship is not perceived, is its impact on the
exacerbation of bacterial respiratory and enteric
diseases, as well as immunization failures due to its
immunosuppressive effect. These situations occur
in the presence of low but constant levels of
fumonisins. This is precisely what we are currently
facing.
Trichothecenes, which is a group of mycotoxins that
includes deoxynivalenol or vomitoxin, are
characterized by causing digestive disorders,
reduced weight gain, hemorrhages (e.g., stomach,
heart, intestine, lung, bladder, kidney), edema, oral
injuries, dermatitis, blood diseases, infertility, bone
marrow degeneration, slow growth, immune
suppression. Trichothecenes disrupt the barrier
function of the intestine, allowing substances and
disease agents to enter the animal’s body, causing
disease and loss of performance. Bacteria that
causes enteric conditions have their pathogenicity
increased in the presence of trichothecenes.
Zearalenone is a mycotoxin that has its chemical
structure very similar to estrogen, which is the female
sex hormone. This is the mycotoxin that worries all
production systems that have breeding stock due
to the negative impact that it can cause even in
short-term situations.
The BIOMIN Mycotoxin Survey found that 65% of
samples have co-contamination, that is, the

presence of two or more
mycotoxins. This is particularly
critical in the following
combinations: FUM + DON and
DON + ZEN. These combinations
are said to be synergistic, that
is, one mycotoxin amplifies the
impact of the other. The
presence of DON increases the
absorption of FUM and ZEN, that
is, the levels considered safe for
all of them is lowered when there
is co-occurrence.Source: BIOMIN Mycotoxin Survey, January-June 2021

U
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Mumbai, 20thSeptember 2021: Suguna Feeds
launched their cattle feed variants- MilkyBest+ and
NutriBest at their feed mill in Ganapathipalayam,
Udumalpet.

With an aim to address the challenges faced by
farmers like unavailability of the consistent quality
pellet feed, adulterated raw materials and so on,
the pioneers in the poultry business, Suguna
Feeds, launched the new variants which are
available for purchase pan India on http://
sugunafoodsindia.com/  or contact us at 1800 103
4343.

Suguna Foods said, “As there is a clear image of
the vast potential market opportunity for compound
pellet feed in the cattle feed sector that has yet to
be explored, we are happy to expand in all
prospects and provide a unique and high-quality
selection of cattle feed at economical price to meet
numerous challenges faced by farmers taking in
consideration their challenges.”

PRESS RELEASE

Suguna Feeds launches Cattle feed at affordable price

economic factors and spreading awareness among
the farmers.

About Suguna Foods:

Suguna is one of the top ten poultry companies in
the world. It operates in 18 Indian states and offering
a range of poultry products and services. Broiler
and layer farming, hatcheries, feed mills,
manufacturing plants, vaccines, and exports are
all part of the fully integrated operations. Suguna
supplies frozen chicken, value-added eggs, and live
broiler chicken. Suguna has developed a chain of
modern retail outlets with the aim of providing
customers with fresh, safe, and hygienic packed
chicken. Suguna foods’ popular product lines
include Suguna Daily Fresh, Suguna Home Bites,
Suguna Anytime processed chicken, and four types
of specialty Suguna value added eggs.

For any media queries, please contact Apoorva-
9967420556; apoorva@brand-comm.com

The total cattle population in
India is 19.35 Crores with 5.13
crores of Crossbred cattle. The
Milch cattle population in Tamil
Nadu is 77.25 lakhs, contributing
29.6% of the total milch
population. This shows the fact
of the enormous untapped
market potential for compound
pellet feed in the cattle feed
business. Given the continuous
growth of the cattle feed market,
the main aspects for introducing
Suguna Cattle Feeds are socio-

U
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Aviagen with a proven track record and a wealth of
senior sales and sales operations experience in the
poultry, automotive and IT industries.
Prior to joining Aviagen India, he partnered with a
poultry equipment distributor in southeast Asia.
Before that, he served as Business Development
Manager, Asia and Oceania, for HATO Agricultural
Lighting, where he successfully built up new mar-
kets, improved dealer performance and raised
awareness of poultry-specific lighting equipment
and technology. Originally from the Netherlands, he
has spent the past 17 years working in India and
Southeast Asia.
Welcoming him to the Aviagen India family, Marc
said, “We are delighted to have Ferry on board, lead-
ing our drive to enhance the success of our valued
customers and grow our business. He joins at a
very exciting time for the India poultry industry – a
time of rapid advancement, and Ferry and his sales
team will be at the forefront. promoting the best
breed and best practices to benefit all our custom-
ers.”
“I am passionate about teamwork, serving custom-
ers and striving daily to implement continuous im-
provement for their benefit. I look forward to joining

Ferry Monné joins Aviagen India as Head of Sales and Marketing

PRESS RELEASE

nutritious protein to their growing communities.
Putting into practice its corporate value of “Breed-
ing Sustainability,” Aviagen implements efficiencies
that make commercial chicken production environ-
mentally and socially responsible and economically
beneficial to producers, while at the same time pro-
moting bird performance, health and welfare.
To meet varied market demands, Aviagen offers a
full portfolio of breeding stock under the Arbor
Acres®, Indian River® and Ross® brand names.
The Rowan Range® and Specialty Males® target
slower-growing and other niche market needs.
Aviagen is based in Huntsville, Alabama, US., with
operations across the UK, Europe, Turkey, Latin
America, India, Australia, New Zealand, Africa and
the US, and joint ventures in Asia. The company
employs close to 8,000 people, and serves cus-
tomers in 100 countries.
For more information, please visit Aviagen.com, or
follow Aviagen on LinkedIn.

###
Aviagen, the Aviagen logo, Ross and the Ross logo are reg-
istered trademarks of Aviagen in the US and other countries.
All other trademarks or brands are registered by their re-
spective owners.
© 2021 Aviagen.

Sept. 24, 2021 – Udumalpet, In-
dia. – In an ongoing effort to
strengthen service to customers
and drive the growth of the in-
creasingly popular Ross® 308
AP broiler breeder, Aviagen® In-
dia has appointed Ferry Monné
as Head of Sales and Marketing,
effective Sept. 1. Ferry will report
to Marc Scott, Aviagen India
Business Manager.
Background of industry, busi-
ness development expertise
A sales professional, Ferry joins

Aviagen India and working with
my team to promote the health,
welfare and performance of our
customers’ birds and further im-
proving the bottom line of their
businesses,” added Ferry.
About Aviagen
Since 1923, Aviagen® has been
a preferred global poultry breed-
ing company with a mission to
help its customers -- the world’s
chicken meat producers -- sup-
ply sustainable, affordable and

Ferry Monné

U
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To this day, the group has been in the hands of a
small group of powerful shareholders and has
refrained from involving investors to this day. Not
least on the basis of this stable ownership structure,
the WELTEC Group has become one of the world‘s
leading providers for the construction and operation
of biogas and biomethane/ RNG plants. The results
and projects of the last two decades around the
globe speak for themselves: To date, the company,
which currently employs around 120 people, has
planned and installed more than 350 stainless steel
energy systems on 5 continents in 25 countries. In
addition, the group has invested a three-digit million
Euro amount in its own plant.

Thanks to an international diversification strategy
and the high product and plant quality, WELTEC
has also mastered challenging phases, such as
the successful turnaround in the difficult years 2014
and 2015. In 2012 and 2014, the amendment of the
German Renewable Energy Law (EEG) resulted
in hard reductions of the feed-in tariffs, which lead
to a massive decline in biogas plant construction.
Not all market players survived this time. But even
under these tougher framework conditions,
WELTEC BIOPOWER was able to maintain and
even expand its market position.

PRESS RELEASE

Germany is the global trailblazer in the field of renewable energies and the WELTEC group
is one of the pioneers in this industry. Since the founding date on July 1, 2001, WELTEC
BIOPOWER has focused and continued to develop from an AD plant manufacturer to an
all-round specialist along the entire biogas value chain.

Biogas Specialist WELTEC BIOPOWER celebrates
Company Anniversary20 Years of Innovation,

Growth and Continuity for Renewable Energies

Managing Director Jens Albartus: „We have
developed our products with a high quality right from
the start. But we have steadily ex-panded our portfolio
over time and adapted it to the market. Therefore we
have been able to de-velop extremely successfully
over the past twenty years - from a pure plant planner
and builder to a biogas specialist along the entire
value chain.”

Germany is the global trailblazer in the field of
renewable energies and the WELTEC group is one of
the pioneers in this industry. Since the founding date
on July 1, 2001, WELTEC BIOPOWER has focused
and continued to develop from an AD plant
manufacturer to an all-round specialist along the
entire biogas value chain.
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Jens Albartus, you have been the Managing
Director of WELTEC BIOPOWER since July
2006. So you have been in charge of the group
for most of the company‘s 20-year history. What
is the success story of WELTEC?
We have always remained faithful to our mission
„organic energy worldwide” and to our corporate
values over the years. Besides we offer
technologies of very high quality from a single
source. Another important success factor is that
we design the main components of our plants
ourselves and have them manufactured in our
region. With this we can guarantee a very high
quality. We take the needs and framework
conditions of our customers very seriously. Each
plant is consistently designed for the requirements
of our customers. Furthermore, our low staff
turnover should also be mentioned. Many
colleagues have been employed at WELTEC for
over ten years. We stand out of the industry for
twenty years due to the sum of this mixture of
expertise, individuality, quality, resources and
strategy.

That shows continuity. To what extent did you
have to adapt or change in order to remain
successful?

We have developed our products with a high quality
right from the start. But we have steadily expanded
our portfolio over time and adapted it to the market.
Therefore we have been able to develop extremely
successfully over the past twenty years – from a
pure plant planner and builder to a biogas specialist
along the entire value chain. Due to the expansion
of our range of services with maintenance,
permanent or interim plant operation, heat
contracting and the production of biomethane as a
fuel, our customer structure has also changed
significantly. As a plant manufacturer and service
provider, we work for companies in the food, waste,
sewage and agricultural sectors. But we also supply
horticultural companies and the real estate sector

with sustainable heat. Recently added customers
and partners are from the fuel industry. Heavy-duty
vehicles and trucks are already driving with our
biomethane as fuel.

Which projects of the last twenty years do you
particularly remember?

In 2008 we built in Könnern, Saxony-Anhalt, what
was then the world‘s largest biomethane plant and
have been operating it ever since. The project was
and is an important milestone for our company
group. We are all very satisfied with the successful
construction and operation of this AD plant. But
international pioneering projects such as the Waste-
to-Energy plant for a large Australian water supplier
near Melbourne and the biogas plant for the milk
powder producer EDL in Uruguay are projects that
I remember fondly. This plant has been providing a
thermal output of six megawatts since 2018. The
South Americans only use residual materials such
as cattle manure and feed leftovers from 14,000
dairy cows and generate 30,000 standard cubic
meters of biogas every day. This covers a third of
the high heat demand of their own dairy. Just like
the plant in Könnern, we have a high industrial scale
there. This standard was also the reason for EDL
to choose WELTEC. We’ve built the plant in
Uruguay as a turnkey contractor, including all
auxiliary works. After one year of construction, we
could hand over the EPC project to the customer.

How do you build the bridge between this
successful past and the future?
More than 350 WELTEC plants, around 70 percent
of which are running successfully abroad, now
testify to our remarkable story. In many countries
we had the opportunity to do pioneering work in the
field of biogas. For the future it is important to remain
to our mission and to continue the success story
with our strengths – as is currently happening. There
is a huge potential of organic residues everywhere
that can be converted efficiently and decentrally into
green energy with the help of our process
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technology. So right now we have construction sites
in Japan, Northern Ireland and Spain. And the saving
of carbon emissions is an important topic
worldwide. This also includes the use of biogas in
the mobility sector. Therefore I am looking forward
to the next 20 years very optimistically and with
great anticipation. Now things really get going!
Company Portrait
The WELTEC Group from Vechta, Germany, has
developed into a globally leading specialist for the
construction and operation of biogas and
biomethane plants since it was founded back in
2001. The Group designs, plans and sets up energy
plants, operates them on a permanent or temporary
basis, provides 24/7 service and delivers
sustainable usage concepts for output flows,
thereby covering the entire biogas value chain.
The establishment of individual, technically mature
solutions up to a plant size of 10 MW is one of the
strengths of WELTEC BIOPOWER. The high
proportion of custom-developed components is a
key success factor. Moreover, the use of stainless-
steel technologies ensures flexible substrate input,
quick and inexpensive assembly and a consistently
high quality standard, regardless of the location.U

Following the commissioning, WELTEC‘s
mechanical and biological service plays a significant
role in ensuring the plant efficiency.
The company also boasts a wealth of experience
in the field of biogas generation and utilisation. The
company‘s nine decentralised plants generate 96
million standard m³ of biogas a year. Most of it is
processed to biomethane and made available to
energy suppliers and petrol station operators via
the public gas network. Additionally, at 16 locations
in Germany– e.g. in the field of horticulture, housing
construction and healthcare as well as
communities – the biomethane is used for
generating heat within the framework of WELTEC
energy contracting.
The biogas specialist is well aware of the
importance of customer and investor proximity.
Accordingly, the Group‘s sales and service network
spans the entire globe. The range of customers
includes businesses from industries such as
agriculture, food, waste and wastewater. So far, the
120 employees of the WELTEC Group have
implemented more than 350 energy plants in 25
countries on five continents. These plants save
about 485.000 tons of CO

2eq 
a year.
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